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Course Overview & Description
This course (which is required for graduation) will introduce students to American government, the structures and participants that make it work, and the role of elections in binding citizens to their government and in controlling the behavior of elected (and un-elected) officials. Students will leave this course with not only an understanding of American government but also with the tools necessary for them to be responsible citizens, informed voters, and critical consumers of political information. For a democratic system to survive citizens must take an active role in government.

Course Objectives

· Students will be able to understand the organization, power and responsibility of our government at the local, state and national levels.

· Students will learn the rights and responsibilities of all citizens of the U.S. 

· Students will study politics and political behavior. 

· Students will study the economic, political and historical factors that affect American Government.
Required Text
1. Title: Macgruder’s American Government (provided Online PDF)
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Authors:  McClenaghan, William A.
Publisher:  Pearson
Year Published: 2013
Required Supplies
· Chromebook or Laptop
· Facemask

Class Policies and Rules
MASKS are REQUIRED in my classroom, I am not able to social distance in my room due to class size.

Remind is required!  The link is on my website. DO not send me an email, it will not be answered.
Do not be late! Class starts when the bell rings, your Warm Up (Discussion Post) will already be open in Canvas.
Do not stay in another classroom and then bring me a pass.  If it is imperative you stay in another teacher’s classroom, you must come get permission from me BEFORE class starts.
1st and 2nd Tardy – Warning/Email Home, 3rd and Subsequent Tardy – Referral
Come to class prepared! This includes Mask and Chromebook!

No Passes - This includes bathroom, locker, office, car, water fountain, etc., Go to the restroom BEFORE class.

ABSOLUTELY No Cell Phones
Do not bring your food to my room! I do allow drinks as long as we don’t make a mess.

Cheating and Plagiarism WILL NOT be tolerated and will result in a discipline referral.
Late Work

Late work will not be accepted.  ALL assignments in this class will have pre-determined due dates and will be in Canvas. If you are going to be on school leave when an assignment with a pre-determined due date is due, your assignment is due BEFORE you leave, all other assignments are due the date and time listed in Canvas. 
Absences & Make-up Work/Assessments
Assignments and links to reading excerpts/articles will ALL be in Canvas. You are responsible for completing it and submitting it in the time frame allowed below.  You will need to message me in CANVAS for a test to be re-opened to make up. I will need a specific day and time.
Excused Absences/School Leave: 
The student must contact the teacher on the first day back in school via Canvas Messenger in order to make arrangements to make up the work within five (5) school days.  All assignments including tests and exams announced in advance of the student’s absence must be made up on the day the student returns to school. Students on school or administrative leave MUST turn in any work PRIOR to being absent. Failure to complete this work within this time frame will result in zeros as grades for these assignments.
Unexcued Absences: 
The student must contact the teacher on the first day back in school via Canvas Messenger in order to make arrangements to make up the work within five (5) school days.  All assignments including tests and exams announced in advance of the student’s absence must be made up on the day the student returns to school. Failure to complete this work within this time frame will result in zeros as grades for these assignments.  The highest grade you may receive on ANY test or assignment for an unexcused absence is a 60, we have been to told to strictly adhere to this.
Course Grading Procedures/Assignment Categories
Participation
Students will be expected to be in class and participate in class discussions and activities. Class discussion (dialogue) on the course material is intended to serve as a means of empowering the student through self-aware​ness, self-reflection and self-criticism as the student attempts to arrive at meaning​ful conclusions. Dialogue is also intended to make students active—as opposed to passive—participants in their own learning process by introducing the student to their decision-making potential; a skill fundamental to democracy. 
Homework (20%)
Homework Assignments (turned in): On top of the class readings, discussion, current events, public policy articles, and warm-ups, the teacher reserves the right to assign any other additional homework he sees fit such as handouts, worksheets, review questions, charts, graphic organizers, posters, cartoons, poems, etc.  This does not include papers with a pre-determined due date or study guides/review sheets. THERE WILL BE HOMEWORK.
Class Assignments and Quizzzes – (20%) 
Readings & Notes:  Classwork will consist primarily of guided readings, note taking and outlining related to the textbook and additional sources. In many cases the student will receive questions to answer and/or graphic organizers to complete as they read the assignment or their lecture notes will be checked. If you type your notes, you will need to print them off and put them in your binder.
Class Projects: Class projects will consist of either group or individual activities to help reinforce the content and curriculum goals of the course. These projects include a variety of cooperative learning activities, role-play simulations, etc. In many cases, students will be required to “teach” their classmates the information in order to enhance the learning experience.
Quizzes: Quizzes will also be given to test the student’s knowledge and comprehension of the course materials as well as their ability to apply, synthesize and make evaluations or judgments about the issues surrounding the material. Quizzes may or may not be announced. Quizzes may have anywhere from one question up to ten questions. Expect to take, on average, a pop-quiz a week. 
Tests, Papers, Debates & Presentations (60%)
Tests: Tests will be given to test the student’s knowledge and comprehension of the course materials as well as their ability to apply, synthesize and make evaluations or judgments about the issues surrounding the material. Tests will be weekly.  Most tests will have a study guide that will be due on test day.
Papers, Debates & Presentations: Students will be required to do papers, projects and/or presentations during each term of the course. 


Tests, Papers & Projects………………..….…60%

Class Assignments AND Quizzes ……………..20%
Homework, Warm-Ups, Current Events……..20%
TOTAL
……………………………………………
100%
Honors students will have a PORTFOLIO which will be a series of 24 small projects to be completed and turned in as one digital portfolio by the end of the course. This will count as 2 test grades and will satisfy the Service learning and Current Events components of the Government Curriculum.

*****THIS IS NOT OPTIONAL*****
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NBHCA Grade Scale





	A = 90-100% or 3.50-4.00


	B = 80-89% or 2.50-3.49


	C = 70-79% or 1.50-2.49


	D = 60-70% or 0.50-1.49


	F = below 60% or 0.00-1.49











